
COUNCIL MOTION
25 APRIL 2019

Proposed by: Councillor Marshall

Seconded by: Councillor TBC

Ending Immigration Detention

“This Council notes that the UK remains the only country in Europe with no time 
limits on immigration detention. Each year over 30,000 people enter detention 
centres in the UK. Nearly 50% of those entering detention centres have sought 
asylum in the UK and many are fleeing from conflict and persecution.
 
This Council further notes that at any time, 3000 people are detained indefinitely. 
Although detention is not a criminal process, detention centres are just like prisons. 
Detention negatively impacts individual’s physical and mental health wellbeing.
 
This Council believes that indefinite detention of refugees and asylum seekers is 
inhumane. Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council is welcoming and supportive of 
refugees and asylum seekers.
 
This Council believes that the UK’s immigration detention system is not fit for 
purpose and the Government must end indefinite detention.
 
Therefore, this Council:
 
 Endorses The These Walls Must Fall Campaign and the declaration.

 Calls on the Government to implement the recommendations of the All Party 
Parliamentary Inquiry into detention.

 Asks our local MPs to support the spirit of the motion, to raise the matter in the 
House of Commons, and to support changes in current laws and procedures to 
introduce alternatives to detention, beginning with the recommendation to 
introduce a 28-day time limit for all people entering detention.

 Seeks further support for the motion via the Local Government Association, and 
by encouraging other Councils in the UK to show their support on this issue.”



The These Walls Must Fall declaration

 

These Walls Must Fall is an initiative and part of a national campaign to raise 

awareness of and challenge the use of detention in the immigration and asylum 

system. Together we can work to create the environment where politicians feel 

confident and compelled to push for real, lasting change and make the routine 

administrative detention of people for immigration purposes a thing of the past.

 

The signatories to this declaration agree:

 

1. That the practice of indefinite detention for immigration purposes is an 

unacceptable breach of basic human rights. It is an affront to some of our 

most important shared values, robbing people of the right to liberty, justice 

and dignity.

 

2. That the harm and injustice of the detention system, its direct impact on 

individuals and on our society, cannot be addressed by improvements to 

conditions, or minor reforms to the way the system is operated.

3. That indefinite detention is a serious civil rights issue that must not be 

ignored. We have a responsibility to act, and we will work to expose this 

injustice and bring an end to the practice of indefinite detention.”


